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prayer: "When the waves of death compassed me,
the floods of ungodly men made me afraid, the sorrows
of hell compassed me about, the snares of death pre-
vented me; in my distress I called upon the Lord,
and,cried to my God; and He did hear my voice out
of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears1."
Abraham, when on earth, prayed God to spare the
offending people; but he invoked neither Noah, nor
Abel, nor any of the faithful departed, to join their
intercessions with his own. Isaac prayed to God for
his son Jacob, but he did not ask the mediation of
his father Abraham in his behalf; and when Jacob in
his turn supplicated an especial blessing upon his
grandsons Ephraim and Manasseh, though he called
with gratitude to his mind, and expressed with his
tongue, the devotedness both of Abraham and of Isaac
to the Almighty, yet we do not find him appealing to
them, or invoking their intercession with Jehovah.

When the conscience-struck Israelites felt that they
had exposed themselves to the wrath of Almighty
God, whose sovereign power, put forth at the prayer
of Samuel, they then witnessed, distrusting the efficacy
of their own supplication, and confiding in the inter-
cession of that man of God, they implored him to
intercede for them; and Samuel emphatically re-
sponded to their appeal, with an assurance of his ear-
nestly undertaking to plead their cause with heaven :
"And all the people said unto Samuel2, Pray for thy
servants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not.

And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not.....The

Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name's

1  2 Sam. (2 Kings Vulg.) xxii. 5. or Ps. xviii.

2  1 Sam. (1 Kings Vulg.) xii. 19.